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Today’s Agenda

Warm-up: Capturing sustainability on
Campus
Reflections the article (in breakout rooms
& discussion): Promoting sustainability in
European language teaching
Teaching materials and pedagogical
implications: Examples
Activity in breakout rooms: Sustainable
travelling
Presentation of group works (30 minutes)



Sustainability snapshots: Capturing sustainability on
Campus

• Before we meet in my next lecture, I have an engaging task for you all. It’s called
'Sustainability Snapshots', and it’s a simple way for us to explore how sustainable
development is happening on our campuses. As you move around the university, I’d like
you to take a photo of something that demonstrates sustainability in action. It could be
anything from eco-friendly infrastructure, to green spaces, or even a project linked to social
sustainability like inclusion or equality, or something related to your studies or campus life.

• Once you’ve taken your photo, I’ll ask you to write a short description explaining how it
relates to sustainability and why it’s important. Please upload you photo on the Padlet wall
by the 12th of November!

• I’m very excited to see your perspectives on how sustainability touches different aspects of the
university life!

Minna Maijala, School of Languages and Translation Studies,
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Capturing sustainability on Campus
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Sustainability snapshots, 13.11.2025



The Global Goals for
Sustainable Development
(SDGs)
• The concept of sustainable

development: ‘development that
meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet
their own needs’ (WCED 1987,
43).

Minna Maijala, School of Languages and Translation
Studies, University of Turku
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Sustainability
dimensions

Runnals 2006

Maijala, M., Heikkola, L. M., Kuusalu, S. R., Laine, P., Mutta, M., & Mäntylä, K. (2023). Pre-
service language teachers’ perceptions of sustainability and its implementation in
language teaching. Language Teaching Research, 13621688231170682.



Sustainability topics include…
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Maijala, M., Heikkola, L. M., Kuusalu, S. R., Laine, P., Mutta, M., & Mäntylä, K.
(2023). Pre-service language teachers’ perceptions of sustainability and its
implementation in language teaching. Language Teaching Research,
13621688231170682.





Reflections



Maijala, Minna & Kuusalu, Salla-Riikka (2025): Promoting
sustainability in European language teaching. European Journal
of Applied Linguistics. https://doi.org/10.1515/eujal-2024-0036



Questions to reflect (breakout
rooms)

• What is the potential of language
teaching in promoting ESD?

• How is ESD implemented in
language teaching across different
countries?

• How is ESD integrated into language
teaching in your own country?



Teaching materials and pedagogical
implications: Examples



The role of textbooks and other teaching
materials in promoting Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD)

When teachers plan their lessons, they are often
guided by the textbooks (e.g., Harwood 2010;
McGrath 2006; Richards 2014).

If we want to promote ESD in language teaching,
more attention should be paid on how language
textbooks deal with sustainability topics.

Research available about sustainability in textbooks in
other subjects, for instance in  geography and biology
(Biström & Lundström 2021), social science textbooks
(Jimenez et al. 2017), and in primary education
textbooks (Vásquez et al. 2021)

Minna Maijala, School of Languages and Translation
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Instructional ESD*
approaches in language
education

inquiry-based activities
(investigations)
experimental learning
project-based language learning
classroom discussions and
reflections
task-based language learning
translanguaging

see e.g. de la Fuente 2021
*ESD = Education for sustainable development



Pedagogical implications:
Example

Increasing awareness of
sustainability

Inquiry-based activities (investigations)
-> Children exploring
Classroom discussions and reflections

Minna Maijala, School of Languages and Translation
Studies, University of Turku

Example Pinter & Mathew: Children and teachers as co-
researchers: A handbook of activities (British Council)



Pedagogical implications: Example

https://www.goethe.de/prj/stg/de/nac/win.html
Minna Maijala, School of Languages and Translation Studies,

University of Turku



Unterrichtsmaterialien:
https://www.goethe.de/prj/stg/de/nac/win.html
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Activities that can be adapted
in different subjects
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https://en.unesco.org/themes/education/sdgs/material/04#secondary



Activities -> Products: Example
● Students were asked to find an example of

a local and a global SDG., e.g. their home
town vs. the world.

● Discussions in groups about the local and
global goals and preparation of a poster.
The posters were collected into an
exhibition.

● During the exhibition, students identified
their personal goals that were of greatest
importance to them.

Maijala, M., Patzelt, M., Laine, P., Merijärvi, S. (2025). Materials for Transformative Language Teaching for Sustainability Model—
Students’ Perspectives. In: Maijala, M., Kuusalu, SR., Ullakonoja, R. (eds) Transformative Language Teaching for Sustainability: From Theory
to Practice. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-85493-4_8



Exhibition & Posters



Sustainable travel (Group work)



Disadvantages Advantages
• Text
• Text

• Text
• Text

Link to Padlet



Reflections in small
groups





Sustainability as a future
direction in language
teaching: Why and how?

Language teachers share the responsibility for ESD
Language a suitable tool for many goals in ESD
How can languages be taught and learned in a
sustainable way?
How can sustainability become a natural part of
language education?

Systems thinking, wider perspectives, curricular
changes, teaching methods
Need of education for language teachers

Content of teaching: choice of topics related to ESD
Democracy goals: every student should have the
possibility to use language, be able to
communicate well and be part of decision-making
in the society

Minna Maijala, School of Languages and Translation
Studies, University of Turku



Takeaways

Which activities in language
teaching can contribute to
achievement of SDGs?
Content of teaching: choice of topics
related to ESD
Teaching methods promoting ESD

Minna Maijala, School of Languages and Translation
Studies, University of Turku
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Get inspired.


