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What/who is a Swabian?

• have you ever 
heard about 
Swabian or any 
other German 
dialects?

• In that case 
mark on the 
map: which 
dialects are 
being spoken in 
which areas?



10 Dialekte in 45 Sekunden – 
German dialect overview

• https://www.youtube.com/shorts/eTPtdsvj7v
A

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkrx4vnJ
FCo

• listen to the different sounds and watch 
different mimics: your impressions?
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official linguistic 
map of German 
dialects 

see: 
König/Elspaß/Möller 
(2019): dtv-Atlas 
deutsche Sprache. 
München: dtv.



Bild: dpa, Quelle: http://www.taz.de/!115836/



„Schwabenhass“? 



https://www.morgenpost.de/printarchiv/berlin/article115883085/TSH-Totaler-Schwaben-Hass.html
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source: Berliner Morgenpost, https://www.morgenpost.de/printarchiv/berlin/article115883085/TSH-Totaler-Schwaben-
Hass.html
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source: Berliner Morgenpost



http://www.spaetzle.eba-verlag.de/









„Swabians are not welcome in Berlin, 
are they?“

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QykZ5tn
eCwA

• => majority of incidents and media coverage 
in 2012/2013

• ?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QykZ5tneCwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QykZ5tneCwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QykZ5tneCwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QykZ5tneCwA


Gentrification in Berlin

Friedrichshain, Mainzer Straße 1990 Friedrichshain, Mainzer Straße 2006



Real estate purchase prices in Berlin 
1990 to 2016

source: https://www.immoanleger.de/immobilienstandorte-gewerbeimmobilien-in-berlin-
boomen/entwicklung-immobilien-kaufpreise-berlin/
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„Ich habe, wenn wir Freunde und Verwandte zu Besuch hatten, 
oft gehört, dass in Berlin Familien ausziehen wegen Klavierspiel 
oder wegen Schwaben oder wegen einer unfreundlichen 
Portiersfrau.“

„When we had friends and relatives over, I often heard that 
families in Berlin were moving out because of piano playing or 
because of Swabians or because of an unfriendly porter‘s wife.“

(Effi Briest, Theodor Fontane 1894/95)

„Schwaben“ = 
swabian bug = 
cockroach



„ethnic conflicts“ masking social tensions?



source: https://rotary.de/gesellschaft/schwaben-in-berlin-a-18984.html
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commercial advertisment (Bus Stop Berlin Bundesarchiv, 27.09.2023)



commercial advertisment (Bus Stop Jena Teichgraben, 15.10.2023)



Language and Emotion

• not just different national languages, even  
different local/regional dialects evoke 
different emotions with some people

• how about you?

• „linguistic prejudice“





source: www.thueringen.info/tourismus.html
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countryside and city

„Hey, Jack, why  don‘t you make the sign of the cross anymore when there‘s lightning?“  - „Well,  
I don‘t need to anymore, I have fire insurance now.“ source: Simplicissimus, 26.06.1897, p. 101.



protestant and catholic

vgl. https://segu-
geschichte.de/katholisch-
protestantisch/
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„Beschreibung der in Europa befindlichen Völker und ihrer Eigenschaften“ (ca. 1720)*
„description of European peoples/nations and their characteristics“

* Österreichisches Museum für 
Volkskunde, Wien – Austrian Museum 
for Ethnology, Vienna.
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